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The Abstract

This study aims to monitor the most important social representations surrounding health and illness
among irregular immigrants from sub-Saharan Africa in the city of Tiznit, and to reveal the socio-cultural
components of health care seeking and access to health care. Despite the evolution of medicine, there
are still societies that experience a diversity in the styles of therapeutics between what is modern and what
is traditional, thus modern medicine does not become the only way that dominates to understand the
disease or understand the behaviour of the patient and especially after the subject of health and disease
have gained great importance by social sciences such as psychology and anthropology, which have
provoked important questions and among these, the influence or impact of different cultural, social,
economic and religious factors, in order to understand and explain the disease and also to choose the
most reliable therapy. The irregular immigrant from sub-Saharan Africa is also a biological, social and
cultural being affected by many cultural, social and religious variables throughout his migratory journey,
which can facilitate or make difticult the diagnosis of the disease and choose the reliable model of therapy
among all that is modern, popular, religious, substitute and the problem of combining traditional and
modern treatment.

Key words: irregular immigrants; social representation, health, disease.
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