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Abstract:

This study examines strip clubs as central spaces for understanding the social and cultural
transformations related to the body, gender, power, and identity. It reveals how social
control operates and how gender hierarchies are reproduced within globalized capitalist
systems where emotional labor intersects with the sexual economy. The study adopts a
qualitative sociological approach based on discourse analysis and descriptive observation,
drawing inspiration from Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of symbolic violence, Erving
Goftman’s work on identity management, and Judith Butler’s critique of gender binarism.
[t seeks to analyze symbolic interactions and power relations within these spaces, exploring
ongoing negotiations over moral, social, and economic norms. The study argues that the
body is commodified both symbolically and economically, with the female body subjected
to visual and desirous consumption. This process embodies the objectification of the body,
reinforcing traditional gender roles: women as objects of pleasure and men as dominant
consumers. Power relations are inscribed onto bodies through the display of manufactured
emotions, where sexual attractiveness is sold as an income-generating commodity. This
environment compels strip club workers to develop complex identity strategies, balancing

between their professional image and their self-perception, all under strict social controls.

Keywords: body, strip clubs, gender, power, symbolic domination, emotional labor,

sexual economy, identity, social control, critical sociology, Moroccan context.
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