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Argumentation in Classical Arabic Rhetorical Discourse
Manifestations and Dimensions
Al-Jahiz as a Model
Abstract

This study seeks to explore the manifestations of argumentation in classical Arabic
rhetoric by analyzing al-Jahiz argumentative project as an early model for constructing a
coherent argumentative discourse. It is driven by a central question: to what extent can
al-Jahiz be considered a founder of an argumentative vision within the Arabic rhetorical
tradition? The study is organized around three main axes: the conceptual foundations and
persuasive functions of argumentation in classical rhetoric; the contemporary debate
regarding the authenticity of argumentation in the Arabic rhetorical heritage; and an
analysis of the argumentative mechanisms in al-Jahiz texts. The research adopts a
discursive-analytical approach that bridges traditional sources with modern theoretical
frameworks, aiming to reassess al-Jahiz contribution to establishing an effective rhetoric

grounded in evidence and reasoning rather than mere ornamentation and embellishment.
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