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Abstract :

This article seeks to explore the nature of the relationship between fiction and philosophy by
examining the novel as a form of narrative thinking grounded in experience rather than abstract
concepts. This led us to begin with a central question: How does the novel produce implicit and
distinct philosophical thought without becoming direct philosophical discourse? And through

what narrative mechanisms does it move from abstract concepts to lived experience?

The research also aims to reveal how narrative discourse interacts with philosophical
discourse within Franz Katka’s The Metamorphosis, by highlighting how the narrative structure
becomes a vehicle for a crisis-ridden existential vision, in which questions of identity, alienation,
objectification, and absurdity intersect. It also seeks to analyze the narrative mechanisms that
render thought inseparable from the artistic fabric, rather integrated into it in a way that produces

its meaning through structure rather than through direct statement.

To achieve these goals, it was necessary to break free from the authority of a single
methodology and adopt an open approach integrating several methodological tools; the
structuralist approach was employed to deconstruct the components of the narrative structure—
event, perspective, time, and space—to reveal the mechanisms of narrative discourse, The
descriptive-analytical approach was also employed to elicit the philosophical implications
embedded in the textual fabric and to clarify the existential vision created through artistic
construction. This was done to adopt a narrative-philosophical approach to the study’s subject,
the novel *The Metamorphosis*, as a model embodying the interaction between structure and
vision, where the bizarre event and narrative techniques become tools for posing questions of’

identity, alienation, and absurdity within a troubled world.

The study concludes with a number of findings, most notably: that narrative discourse does
not merely represent philosophical ideas, but possesses a unique capacity to generate indirect
philosophical thinking, shaped through narrative experience, semantic tension, and surrealist
construction, thereby disrupting the familiar and undermining established certainties. The study
also demonstrates that narrative thinking broadens the horizons of philosophy by connecting it
to everyday existence and lived experience, where the narrative structure itself becomes a

cognitive and aesthetic medium, making fictional writing a space that

complements philosophical thinking rather than merely a vessel for it.
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