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Abstract

This article explores linguistic criticism as an epistemic practice concerned with
evaluating and refining language use, and with distinguishing between correct and deviant
forms, in accordance with standards derived from the internal structure of the linguistic
system and its pragmatic contexts. Linguistic criticism intersects with general criticism
insofar as both engage in processes of evaluation, differentiation, and analysis; however, it
is distinguished by its specific focus on language as a structured system and as a
communicative function. The study traces the historical trajectory of linguistic criticism,
highlighting its close association with traditional Arabic disciplines such as grammar,
rhetoric, and prosody. It also examines the epistemological transformations brought about
by modern linguistic theories, including structuralism, generative grammar, and
pragmatics, which have shifted the focus from prescriptive normativity toward descriptive

analysis of actual language use.
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