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Abstract :

Addressing the issue of concubines and mistresses in Morocco prior to the imposition
of French protectorate rule—particularly at the pivotal moment marked by the Treaty of
Fez—requires an examination of one of the complex social structures that, until recently,
remained marginalized in official historical narratives. This phenomenon has become a
revealing entry point into the mechanisms of traditional society at its structural intersection

with the economy, power, and the body.

Furthermore, within the Moroccan urban fabric—particularly in cities such as Fez and
Marrakesh—the institution of the jawari and sarari constituted a structure that reflected a
precise social hierarchy and patterns of ownership and symbolic domination, in which

religious authorities intersected with customary practices.

From this perspective, this article aims to reexamine this institution within its historical
and social context by scrutinizing the conditions of its formation and its functions within
the Makhzen structure and the family sphere, while highlighting the transformations it
underwent during the nineteenth century under the influence of external pressures and

the beginnings of internal reform.

It also seeks to adopt a critical approach to this phenomenon, drawing on certain
concepts of the analysis of power and the body—as articulated by Michel Foucault—
thereby moving beyond a descriptive reading toward a deeper deconstruction of its
symbolic and social implications. In doing so, the research opens up to a dual perspective:
a historical perspective that aims to understand the phenomenon in its context, and a
critical perspective that seeks to interrogate its representations in light of modern shifts in

values.

Keywords: concubines and secret wives, social history of Morocco, body and power,

social hierarchy, symbolic hegemony.
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