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Abstract

Cultural heritage serves as the living memory of a society and a mirror reflecting its
national identity. Whether tangible or intangible, heritage acts as a bridge connecting the
past, present, and future by preserving and transmitting collective memories that reinforce
a sense of belonging and attachment to identity. The relationship between heritage,
memory, and identity is reciprocal: heritage nourishes national memory, which in turn
shapes identity. Preserving heritage ensures the continuity of this memory and strengthens
social cohesion, whereas the loss of heritage equates to the loss of both memory and
identity. Therefore, heritage is a fundamental pillar in building communities and defining
their self-identity, necessitating well-planned strategies for its protection as an essential

means to safeguard national identity and historical memory.
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