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Abstract:

This article presents a cultural and critical reading of the novel Hadeel Sayyida Hurra
by Moroccan writer Bachir Damoun, a native of the city of Tetouan. The novel
recounts the story of a princess and the legacy of the city of Chefchaouen — focusing on
Sayyida al-Hurra, the noblewoman who was born and raised in , amidst alleys, streams
and fortresses.

In this reading, I aim to highlight several key aspects of the narrative:

1. Language Accessibility and Narrative Style:

The author employs a refined yet accessible literary language, effectively breaking
down the barriers of elitism in both writing and readership. By avoiding overly complex
or obscure language, he opens the door for a wider audience to engage with literature as
a vehicle of awareness and cultural consciousness.

2. Revisiting a Marginalized Historical Period:

The novel revisits a significant yet often overlooked chapter in Moroccan history —
the expulsion of Moroccans from Andalusia, including Muslims, Christians, and Jews.
This period demands renewed scholarly attention, deconstruction, and reinterpretation
to better understand its cultural and political implications.

3. Demystifying Sayyida al-Hurra:

Rather than portraying Sayyida al-Hurra as an isolated, exceptional figure, the novel
suggests that her elevation to iconic status was shaped by historical narrative and cultural
perception. She was, in fact, a representative model of the active, engaged women of her
time - a reality often ignored in dominant historical discourse.

4. Reclaiming Indigenous Female Role Models:

The narrative challenges the tendency to seek female empowerment through Western
models, emphasizing instead the rich legacy of women in Arab-Islamic history who
played vital roles in war, peace, urban development, and intellectual life. Sayyida al-
Hurra stands as a prime example, a ruler of Tetouan, she was a cultured, competent

woman with leadership skills and humanistic vision.

Keywords: The novel - Sayyida al-Hurra - Cultural approach -The agent of writing
- The agent of reading -The dual author
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