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Abstract:

Play is the fundamental characteristic of childhood and serves as the
driving force in all processes of maturation and formation. Through play,
a child perceives the world as a whole and it serves as a means of self-
discovery and exploring one's capabilities. This emphasizes that
educational games are among the essential foundations and necessary
requirements for improving students' learning achievements,
performance, and developing their abilities and skills, especially
mathematical thinking skills such as classification and addition.

Educational games work towards developing these skills, enabling
learners to generate ideas and solve various mathematical problems and
issues. Through this study, we aim to understand the role played by
educational games in developing mathematical thinking skills among
first-grade students in primary education, from the perspective of
teachers. Specifically, we focus on the skills of addition and classification
as a model.

After addressing the topic of educational games, we recognized the
significant role they play according to the opinions of teachers. We
designed a questionnaire distributed to a sample of fifty (50) teachers
working in some primary schools in the Tuzer Governorate, specifically
within the Tuzer 1 and Tuzer 2 inspection districts, during the 2021-
2022 academic year.

Keywords: Games, skill, development, thinking, addition, classification.
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