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Abstract

This study examines the sociological and anthropological symbolism, as well as the
multifaceted dimensions of traditional attire in the Beidan domain and the Moroccan
Sahara. It goes beyond the utilitarian and climatic functions of clothing to monitor its
transformations as a major actor in the structural dynamics of society. The first part of the
study deals with the structural components of the attire, represented by the male "Daraa’,
turban, and "Litham" (veil) as symbols of dignity, modesty, and scholarly status, and the
temale "Melhfa"as an emblem of a conservative visual identity. Historically and politically,
the paper investigates the military and political employments of dress, starting with the
adoption of the "Litham"as an identity and authoritative slogan during the Almoravid era,
through its transformations as a token of allegiance or political rebellion during the conflict
with the Almohad dynasty, up to the Hassani era and its accompanying changes in martial
appearance. The study also highlights the economic dimension of fabrics (such as "Khant"
and "Bisa’), which transformed into monetary units and barter commodities that driven
international trade caravans between the Sahara and Sub-Saharan Africa. Finally, the study
interrogates the juristic and Nawazil (legal rulings) texts inherited in the region, such as
the fatwas of Ibn al- A'mash al- Alawi and Sheikh Mohammed Mami, to reveal how jurists
regulated the social and economic uses of fabrics, highlighting the close nexus between

dress and identity in the social history of the Sahara.
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