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Abstract

This article analyses argumentative construction in Moroccan theatrical discourse
through the play Hssi Mssi, drawing on the theory of extended argumentation. It
examines how linguistic and non-linguistic arguments interact to fulfil the dual functions
of persuasion and entertainment. The analysis considers phonological, lexical, syntactic,
and rhetorical levels, together with bodily movement, facial expression, costume, and
stage space. It also highlights the central role of the audience in linking arguments to
context and shared knowledge in order to generate mental conclusions. The findings
show that theatrical argumentative meaning is not produced by language alone, but by
the combined action of verbal, visual, and kinetic signs. Laughter, applause, and audience
response are therefore treated as elements that contribute to the argumentative process.
The article concludes that extended argumentation provides an appropriate framework

for examining theatre as a multidimensional discourse.

Keywords: extended argumentation; Moroccan theatrical discourse; Hssi Mssi;
linguistic argumentation; non-linguistic argumentation; reception; persuasion and

entertainment.
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