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Summary

The arrival of the stranger in the village of Biskos in Paulo Coelho’s novel "The Devil
and Miss Prym" marks the starting point of the philosophical and moral conflict upon
which the events of the novel are built. From the moment of his appearance, associated
with the devil in the vision of the old woman Perta, his presence becomes a warning sign
of a test that challenges human values and confronts the villagers with a fundamental
question about human nature: Is human beings’ inclination toward goodness innate, or

do they turn toward evil when faced with temptation?

Perta plays the role of the seer within the narrative structure; she represents the
conscience of the village and its vigilant eye, as she senses the danger carried by the stranger
before anyone else recognizes it. She realizes that she may become the chosen victim
sacrificed for the illusion of salvation. Meanwhile, the stranger remains an enigmatic figure
carrying a tragic past that drives him to test human beings rather than merely seek revenge.
His presence introduces a psychological and philosophical dimension that transcends his

role as a simple character within the plot.

The events unfold in a quiet rural setting that soon transtorms into a space filled with
anticipation, fear, and tension. Through this transformation, the village of Biskos becomes
a miniature representation of human society, where moral consciousness is put to the test.
The villagers” pursuit of wealth reveals their gradual submission to greed, exposing the

fragile boundary between ethical principles and personal desires.

Through this conflict, the novel raises an existential question concerning the ability of
goodness to resist evil and the human capacity to overcome inner temptations. Coelho
achieves this through a simple narrative language and a balanced storytelling rhythm that
conceal profound philosophical and symbolic dimensions, establishing the central struggle

between good and evil as the driving force that shapes the entire course of the novel.
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