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Abstract

This study examines the critical designation “not strong’ (laysa bi-1-qawi) as applied by
hadith critics to narrators. The topic is important because of the frequent occurrence of
this term in biographical criticism and because of its direct influence on grading narrators
and reports. The research problem lies in the instability of the expression: sometimes it
denotes only mild weakening that does not nullify the narrator’s basic integrity, while in
other contexts it points to a level of weakness that prevents independent reliance on the
narrator though still allowing consideration of his reports in corroboration. The study aims
to define the technical meaning of the term in the usage of major critics, determine its
position within the hierarchy of critical expressions, clarify the distinction between it and
related phrases, and test its practical effect through selected applied cases drawn from
Ahmad, Ibn Ma‘in, Abii Hatim, al-Nas3’1, al-Dhahabi, and Ibn Hajar. The study adopts
an inductive, analytical, and applied method. It concludes that the phrase does not carry a
single uniform meaning for all critics, although its dominant usage indicates non-severe
weakness. A narrator so described is generally not abandoned altogether, but is also not
normally relied upon independently; rather, his status depends on contextual indicators
and on the specific cause of criticism. Keywords: narrator criticism, jarh and ta“dil, laysa

bi-1-qawi, narrator ranks, hadith evaluation.
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