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Abstract:

This article examines the status and foundational function of positive law in Baruch
Spinoza’s political philosophy, highlighting the intrinsic connection between the ethical,
political, and legal dimensions of his thought. It explores the origins of positive law as an
expression of human rationality in its relation to the laws of nature and the principle of
self-preservation (conatus), thereby grounding legal norms in immanent rather than
theological and transcendent foundations. The article shows how civil legislation
functions as an “internal rampart” that secures the stability and continuity of the state,
while limiting the domination of passions and preserving the political order. It also
emphasizes the importance of law and constitutional arrangements as constraints on the
arbitrary exercise of political power and as safeguards against despotism. Furthermore, the
study examines the practical dimension of social justice through the regulation of property
and the organization of common interests, as well as the importance of institutionalizing
power through councils and independent bodies capable of maintaining political balance
and limiting the concentration of authority. The article concludes that the ultimate
purpose of Spinozist positive law is not coercion, but the consolidation of responsible

freedom, civic rationality, and political stability within the horizon of immanence.
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