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Abstract

This study examines the evolution of the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership from the
launch of the Barcelona Process in 1995 to the Pact for the Mediterranean and its first
Action Plan in 2026. It aims to analyse the developments that have shaped the concept of
the partnership, its priorities, and its implementation mechanisms. The study is based on
the premise that the Pact does not represent a break with the previous trajectory, but
rather reflects a cumulative process that has reorganised areas of cooperation within a more
integrated vision of the Mediterranean space. The study identifies five main stages: the
Barcelona Process and the establishment of the partnership; the creation of the Union for
the Mediterranean in 2008; the reordering of priorities during the period 2015-2021; the
launch of the Pact for the Mediterranean in 2025; and the move towards implementation
in 2026. The study demonstrates that the partnership has gradually moved from a primary
focus on political dialogue, reform, and financial assistance towards practical cooperation
in the areas of investment, security, migration, energy, and the green and digital
transitions, culminating in a vision centred on building a common Mediterranean space.
It concludes that the significance of the Pact lies not only in expanding the areas of
cooperation, but also in integrating them within a more interconnected regional
framework and linking them to concrete implementation mechanisms and projects.
Nevertheless, this process remains at an early stage, and its effectiveness will depend on
the parties’ ability to ensure meaningful participation, secure sustainable funding, and

translate the declared principles and projects into measurable outcomes.
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e Parlement européen, La politique européenne de voisinage, Fiches thématiques
sur I'Union européenne, Secrétariat général du Parlement européen, mise a jour
avril 2025.
e Commission européenne, Le Pacte pour la Méditerranée : Plan d'action pour
un espace méditerranéen commun, Bruxelles, 2025,
e Commission européenne, Plan daction pour le Pacte pour la Méditerranée —
Printemps 2026, Bruxelles, 17 avril 2026.
e Commission européenne, Communication conjointe relative au Pacte pour la
Méditerranée : Un bassin, un pacte, un avenir partagé, Bruxelles, 2025.
e Commission européenne, Considérations stratégiques et gestion de la sécurité

et des migrations dans le voisinage méridional, Bruxelles, 2025.
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e Commission européenne, Communication conjointe sur le lancement de

lnitiative  de  coopération  trans-méditerranéenne pour les énergies

renouvelables et les technologies propres (T-MED), Bruxelles, 2026.
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