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Abstract :

Heritage properties constitute an important component of national heritage, given the
historical significance and cultural and architectural values they embody, reflecting various
aspects of the cultural identity of society. Accordingly, the Moroccan legislator has given
particular attention to their protection by establishing a legal framework aimed at
preserving their characteristics and components. This approach was further strengthened
by the enactment of Law No. 33.22 on the Protection of Heritage, which introduced
new provisions and mechanisms aimed at developing the legal protection system

applicable to immovable cultural heritage.

This article examines the developments introduced by Law No. 33.22 in the field of
heritage property protection by analyzing the various legal mechanisms and procedures
established for their preservation, with particular attention to the specific features of the
registration and classification system, as well as the safeguards and restrictions imposed by
the legislator on certain works and alterations that may aftect the historical, cultural, or

architectural value of heritage properties.

The article also examines the role of the judiciary in the protection of immovable
cultural heritage by analyzing relevant judicial applications and assessing the contribution
of judicial practice to the implementation of legal provisions and the consolidation of the

protection afforded to heritage properties.

The study demonstrates that Law No. 33.22 represents a significant development in
the modernization of the Moroccan legal framework for the protection of tangible
immovable cultural heritage, particularly in light of the specific mechanisms it introduced
to strengthen the protection of heritage properties and broaden the scope of their
preservation. However, achieving effective protection does not depend solely on
legislative provisions, but also on the effectiveness of their implementation and the
involvement of the various stakeholders in heritage preservation, as well as on the role that
the judiciary may play in interpreting and applying the relevant legal provisions in a

manner that ensures the effective and sustainable preservation of heritage properties.
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3> _ Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, The General

Conference of UNESCO adopted on 16 November 1972 the Recommendation concerning the

Protection at National Level, of the Cultural and Natural Heritage, Published on the website
https://whc.unesco.org on access date 12 July 2026 .
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